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May  every  person  who  reads  this  Tract  find  a  bless- 
ing in  it;  and  that  he  may  do  so,  he  bad  better 
begin  by  saying, 

0  God,  for  Jesus  Chris Cs  sake^ 

give  me  the  Holy  Spirit, 
that  I  may  'profit  by  m  hat  ever 
is  good  in  this  Tiact. 


THE    PLEASURE-FAIR 


*'  Lovers  of  pleasures,  more  than  lovers  of  Gad/' — 2  Tim.  iii.  4. 


Reader — The  great  warfare  between  the  God  of 
Heaven,  who  is  seeking  the  souls  of  men,  that  they 
may  be  saved,  and  the  enemy  of  men's  souls,  who  is 
called  in  Scripture  "  the  god  of  this  world,"  is 
sometimes  carried  on  with  more  openness  and  plain- 
ness than  usual.  The  god  of  this  world  displays 
openly  his  banners  of  pleasures,  to  lead  his  victims 
on  ^to  shameless  drunkenness,  fighting,  swearing, 
and  such  like ;  in  open  defiance  of  God's  word,  at  a 
pleasure-fair;  upon  the  occasion  of  which  it  is, well 
for  you  to  have  this  matter  put  plainly  before  you  : 
and  may  the  Spirit  of  Christ  himself  bring  the 
application  of  it  with  power  to  your  hearts. 

The  evils  of  a  pleasure-fair  are  so  very  evident, 
that  it  is  wonderful  any  body[should  doubt  that  it  is 
sinful  to  encourage  them.  Persons  come  together, 
as  it  is  said  for  amusement;  but  what  kind  of 
amusements  are  most  commonly  sought  after  ? 
Generally  those  which  are  sure  to  lead  to  sinful 
excess;  even  when  the  beginnings  do  not  happen  to 
be  plainly  sinful  in  themselves.  Young  men  an  d 
young  women  are  brought  together  in  circumstances 


which  are  dangerous  to  the  character,  and  offensive 
to  the  delicacy  of  right-minded  females;  while  a  sort 
of  license  is  supposed  to  exist,  which  encourages 
evil-disposed  men  to  commit  gross  improprieties. 
Men  of  the  most  profligate  habits,  and  women  of 
the  worst  character,  are  always  found  to  be  fre- 
quenters of  fairs  ;  so  that  the  thoughtless  and 
ignorant,  who  are  not  so  bad,  by  mixing  with  such 
company,  are  sure  to  learn  the  ways  of  wickedness, 
and  get  accustomed  to  things  of  which  they  would 
before  have  been  ashamed.  As  the  day  passes,  and 
the  hour  becomes  later,  the  excitement  of  all  that 
has  been  going  on  silences  any  whisperings  of  con- 
science, and  scenes  of  wickedness  become  not  only 
likely  but  certain.  Who  ever  heard  of  a  fair  of 
pleasure  which  did  not  end  in  a  night  of  sin  ?  What 
numbers  of  people  upon  that  occasion  give  them- 
selves up  to  the  devil  by  drunkenness  !  How  many 
rise  up  one  against  another  in  anger  and  fighting  ! 
What  indecencies  occur,  to  destroy  every  feeling  of 
modesty  and  virtue  !  What  swearing  and  blasphemy  ! 
What  cheating  and  deception  !  How  diligently  are 
the  young  instructed  in  gambling,  and  led  on  in 
vice  ! 

No  one  can  deny  that  these  things  certainly 
accompany  a  pleasure-fair;  but  there  are  two  kinds 
of  excuses  that  the  more  decent  fair-goers  are  apt  to 
make. 

The  first  kind  of  excuse  is  for  those  who  commit 
the  excesses. — They  say  "  it  is  only  once  in  a  way." 
So  far  from  being  an  excuse,  this  only  renders  the 


sin,  if  possible,  worse:  because  if  there  were  a  real 
desire  to  resist  evil,  it  would  seem  easier  to  make  a 
stand  against  it  "once  in  a  way,"  than  if  the 
temptation  was  continually  happening.  The  truth 
of  the  matter  is,  that  those  who  commit  excesses  at 
a  fair,  only  do  so  'once  in  a  way^  because  the  fair 
only  happens  *  once  in  a  way;'  and  by  committing 
sin  then  as  a  matter  of  pleasure,  they  plainly  shew 
that  sin  is  a  matter  of  pleasure  to  them  at  all  times ; 
which  is  just  the  character  described  in  Eph.  iv. 
17—19. 

The  other  kind  of  excuse  is  for  themselves. — It  is 
said  by  persons  of  decent  respectability,  who  go  to  a 
fair,  "I  only  went  early,  and  I  saw  nothing  wrong."^ 
If  a  man  had    set  fire  to  a  house,   or   had    blown  up 
the  first  flame  of  it  with  bellows,  and  afterwards  had 
run  away,  would   it  be  any  excuse  if  he  were  to  say, 
"  I  only  lighted  it  with  a  match,"  or  '*  I  only  helped 
on  a  little  flame,  and    I  took  care  not  to  see  how 
great  a  flame  it  would  become."      Yet  this  would  be 
quite  as  reasonable  as  it  is  for  a  person   to  go  to  a 
fair  in  the  first  part  of  the  day   to   countenance  and 
encourage  the  beginning  of  those  things  which  are 
certain  to  end  in  gross  sin  and  excess :  and  it  is  very 
much  to  be  feared  that  when  the  awful  fire  of  ever- 
lasting destruction  shall  be   tormenting   those  who 
hardened  themselves  in  sin  at  fairs,  the  persons  who 
encouraged  the  beginnings   of  such  things,  will  find 
themselves  charged  with  no  small  share  of  the  blame 
of  helping  them  into  perdition. 

To   enforce  this,  it   is    well    to    have  a  Scripture 
No.  14. 


6 

Instruction  to  the  different  classes  of  persons  who 
are  frequently  found  at  pleasure-fairs  :  and  may  God 
in  mercy  give  power  to  His  own  word  in  carrying  it 
to  the  hearts  of  those  to  whom  it  is  suited. 

1.  To  those  who  go  for  a  mere  love  of  pleasure, 
without  considering  the  consequences — "  lovers  of 
pleasures,  more  than  lovers  of  God."  2  Tim.  iii.  4, 5. 
Phil.  iii.  18,  19.  1  John  ii.  15.  16.  1  Pet.  iv.  3-5. 
Gal.  v.  21.  Rom.  xiii.  13.  1  Cor.  v.  11.  Prov.  i.  10; 
ii.  11-22;  v.  3-14;  vi.  27,  28;  vii. ;  xiii.  20; 
xiv.  9  ;  XX.  1  ;  xxi.  17;  xxii.3;  xxiii.  17,  20,  21, 
29-35;  xxiv.  1,  2.     1  Cor.  xv.  33. 

2.  To  those  who  go  with  decided  intentions  of  sin 
— drunkards — fornicators — swearers — gamblers,  &c. 
2  Pet.  ii.  12-14,  18-20.  Jude  4,  18.  Hosea  iv. 
2,  3.  1  Cor.  vi.  9.  2  Cor.  xii.  20.  Gal.  v.  19-21. 
Eph.  V.  3-7.  Deut.  xxi.  20,  21;  xxix.  19,  20. 
Isa.  V.  11-22.     Nahum  i.  10. 

3.  To  those  who  make  a  gain  of  the  sins  of  their 
neighbours,  and  so  help  people  to  hell  for  the  sake 
of  a  little  money.  James  v.  3.  Luke  xii.  15. 
1  Tim.  vi.  10.  Prov.  XV.  27;  XX.  21;  xxviii.  21,  22. 
Hab.  ii.  9.     Ezek.  xiii.  19. 

4.  To  those  who  would  not  knowingly  encourage 
wickedness ;  but  who  go  for  pleasure  in  the  more 
quiet  time  of  the  fair,  while  they  keep  away  at  the 
more  riotous  time.  Psa.  i.  1.  Prov.  iv.  14-17  ; 
X.  23;  xiv.  12;  xxvi.  18,  19.  1  Cor.  v.  6.  Eph. 
V.  U.     1  Thess.  v.  22. 
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